
Women Who Made the World Better 
for Birds and People

FLORENCE MERRIAM BAILEY
1863-1948
American nature writer and ornithologist Florence
Merriam Bailey is credited for writing the first
known bird guide, “Birds Through an Opera
Glass,” published in 1889. A true pioneer in the
field, Merriam Bailey protested the mistreatment,
killing, and trade of feathered animals. 

RACHEL CARSON
1907-1964
Rachel Carson is most famous for her book
“Silent Spring,” in which she bared the sins of
the pesticide industry. She was an outspoken
advocate for the environment and one of the
greatest social revolutionaries of her time.

GENEVIEVE ESTELLE JONES
1847-1879
Ohio native Genevieve Estelle Jones was a
self-taught scientific illustrator christened the
“other Audubon.” After seeing some of
Audubon’s paintings at an exhibition, Jones
decided to draw the nests and eggs of the
130 bird species nesting in Ohio at the time.

FRANCES HAMERSTROM
1907-1998
This female ornithologist dedicated the
majority of her life to just one kind of
bird: The Greater Prairie-chicken. Frances
Hamerstrom headed a research team
that ultimately saved the eccentric
species from extinction in Wisconsin.

PHOEBE SNETSINGER
1931-1999
Phoebe Snetsinger was an
American birder famous for
having seen and documented
birds of 8,398 different species,
more than anyone else in
history at the time, and was the
first person to see more than
8,000. Her memoir, “Birding on
Borrowed Time,” explores this
achievement.

HARRIET LAWRENCE HEMENWAY 
1858-1960 

MINNA HALL
1864-1944
This two-woman dream team was responsible
for taking down the 19th-century plume trade
and establishing the National Audubon Society.
Appalled by the number of birds being killed in
the name of fashion, Hemenway, an
impassioned amateur naturalist, and her cousin
Hall, persuaded their socialite friends to boycott
the trade and protect the wildlife behind it.
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